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LIFE TERM, WILSON'S DREAM, SAYS M’'COMBS

- it was pretty generally conceded among all Democrats.
- Of course, the minds of the people were centered upon
one. question—that was keeping us out of that terrible

conflagration.

HUGHES' DEFEAT PROPHESIED

_ They thought that Wilson, having been President for
~ one term, should be re-elected for the second. Therefore,
the successful campaign of 1916, which would have gone
the other way had Mr. Hughes been a bit thoughtful and

diplomatic in OCalifornia.

I recall going to the Republican Chicago convention
~ after making arrangements for the St. Louis convention.

The

 eratio. conivention at St. Louis.
I learned from a very confi-

forces operating there.

, convention was a week before the Demo-

I wanted to see -the

dential source that Hughes would be the nominee. The

rest was parade.

I went to a hotel and met some friends among the Re-
publican leaders. They, in a jocular way at luncheon,

* said:
we do?”’

‘“Your convention is settled, now what shall

‘““Well,”” I replied, ‘‘I know exactly what you’re going

to do. You’re going to take the man with whiskers from
"New York. Now, I'm going to tell you, since you’re ut-
terly tied up, what you ought to do. You should name

Harding or Burton, of Ohio.

“WIN WITH HARDING,”” SAID McOOMBS

““You have had a little factional trouble out there and
Ohio will go for Wilson unless you patch it up. If things
go on as they are Wilson will carry Ohio. If you nomi-

- nate Harding or Burton you will carry Ohio, and the
next President will be a Republican.’
.. My guess was correct, as many of those disappointed
friends whom I met there have since told me.

Mr. McCombs’ prophecy was fulfilled. Neither Warren
G. Harding nor any other Ohio Republican was nomi-
nated for the Presidency in 1916, Charles E. Hughes,
of New York, was. He lost Ohio, and Wilson was re-

elected.

CHAPTER IL

[McCombs Quits as National
Chairman—Defeats All MeAdoo-
Burleson-Tumulty Plots to Oust

. Him—Wilson Coterie Conspires
} Four Years to Supplant the

President-Maker — McCombs

Wins Fight for 1918 Convention

City and Voluntarily Retires in

Formal Notice to the President

~—Wilson's “Greatest Regrets.”]

A MoAdoo - Burleson - Tumulty
enbal plotted four years to oust

Mr. McCombs as chalrman of the

Democratic National Committee.
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Four years later Mr. Harding was nominated.
ed the country by the unprecedented pluality

n Futile Cabinet Plot
' To Eclipse Mr. McCombs

McCombs, the instant he became
Postmaster General, filled his offices
with ardent Wilson-McAdoo satel-
lites.

Daniels Also Aligned

Daniels used the Navy Depart-
ment as an adjunct to the Wilson
dynasty, and even Cabinet officers,
except perhaps Becretary of War,
Lindley D. Garrison, seemed allied
with the President to exclude Me-
Combs and his friends.

In December, 1916, however, the
plot to depose McCombs was re-
sumed in earnest. Willls J. Abbot,
in a special to the New York Ameri-
can, exposed it. Here is what that
able journalist wrote on the eve of
the Democratic national committee
meeting of December 7, 1915:

“The Democratic national com-
mittee will meet here next Tuesday
to fix the time and place for the
next national convention.

“Four citles are contestants for *

honor—8an Franolsco, Bt. Louis
Dallas, and Chicago.

“There is lively interest in a toplo
not specified in the call, but which,
nevertheless, is likely to engross the
attention of the committee.

Plots MoCombs’ Ouster

“That is the effort to force the re-
tirement of Chairman Willlam F.
McCombs and the substitution for

rayed against the chaltrman, the veo-
ord of his effective work for Mr,
Wilson's nomination both before and

theory, at least, the committes ls
free from interest in any particular
candidate for the nomination and
exists for the sole purpose of ar-
ranging a convention which shall
be free for all

“This, however, is not the view
of the Wilson forces. They want
the commmittee reorganized and
made a fighting force for the Pres«
ident's renomination. An official
closely identified with the political
side of the administration sald to-
wo

“‘We must get rid of McCombs
because,  while he controls the
committes, we can't begin the cam-
paign for the President's nomina-
tion. We can’t ralse a dollar while
he is at the head of things. He
has antagonized many of our
strongest supporters, and we. are
absolutely blocked by his contin-
ued control.’

“All of which is well enough if
the national committee is to be
regarded merely as a Wilson ma-

., chine. But the effort to make ‘it

who care little for McComba, but
will show thelr resentment against
the administration by fighting for
his epuunumo in office.

 MoOombs Fights Back

“Mr. McCombs A& oon-
fidence in the outcome :hiah his

friends do not share, and which
perhaps at heart he does not feel.
That any effort to depose him at
this meeting will result in a nasty
fight, and a serious injury to the
party, few doubt. It might be
shrewdly seized upon by Bryan to
widen the split he Is planning to
make in the party.

“But there can be no doubt of
the power of Wilson to foree his
earliest and perhaps mufl. efficient
champion out if he so desires. The
only question is whether prudence
will lead the President to put a
curb' on his followers who are now
proclaiming their purpose to force
the issue next Tuesday.” \

But the Wilson-McAdoo plot to
put Chairman McCombs out did not
succeed. A majority of the Na-
tional Committee would not toler-
ate such a suggestion. They de-
nounced it long before the tommit-
tee met at Washington, December
7, for the ostensible task of select-
ing the date and piace for the na-
tional convention of 1816,

Weeks before the o

sot

_together, McCombs had h'biy me-

jority pledged not only “his re-
tention as chairman, but to wvote
with him to send the convention to
St. Louls.

Keeps Rivals Split

He reached Washington two days
In advance of the committee meet-
ing. He found the Wilson-McAdoo
group split among three men who
bad been suggested for his succes-
‘sor. They were Frederick B. Lynch,
of Minnesota; Vance McCormick, of
Pennsylvan and Henry Morgen-
thau, of N York. McCombs made
It his job to keep them split.

The Lynch coterie had lined up
behind Chicago as the convention
city. Bome of the MeCormick men
were for Bt. Louls; some for Chi-
cago, and some behind Postmaster
General Albert B. Burleson to send
the President-makers to Dallas,
Tex. As for Morgenthau, there
seemed to be no votes for him at
all

McCombs clinched a renewed grip
on the party’s national machine by
inducing the committes to select
8t. Louis for the convention.

The President, hearing that the
antli-McCombs movement had
proved abortive, ordered the fight
to cease.

Mr. McCombs here resumed his

story:

The National Committes, as was
customary, met the first weak of
January, 1916, te make prelim-
inary arrangements for the oon-
vention to come. There was a
good attendance. After attending
to our business we wére informed
that we were invited to the White
House to luncheon the next day.

Wilson Feast Dismal

Of the many luncheons I ever
attended, this was the most curl-
ous. Many of the committes did
not desire to go. They told me so.
I advised them that it was proper
under the ciroumstances to go,
notwithstanding thelr individual
fooling. I went.

I never attended such a funeral
function in my Ilife. Every com-
mitteeman seemed embarrassed and
il at ease. The meal was esaten

in wsilence.

I, of course, was put on the
President’s right. Homer 8. Cum-
mings was on his left. We could
pump no language out of him.
Therefore, we turned to our nelgh-
bors. One committeeman, seated
some distance, handed in a note he-
hind the others to me, with, these
words on it:

“This looks like the last supper.”
When we had consumed the

White House. A member of the
committes said to me: *“I wonder
if he wants our fingerprints, too?”’
After the picture was taken every-
body moved away from the White
House and took a fresh breath of
m‘

Having secured from his col-
mmomumm
desired, MeCombs planned to quit
of his own accord.

McCombs Drops Qut

April 24, 1916, he served formal
notice that he desired no identifis
tion with the movement to violate
the Baltimore platform plédge by
naming the President for & second
term.

"r'
‘Wilson:

“My Dear Mr. President—] have
just formed a new partnership for
the practice of law, which will he-
come effective the first of May.
The change will necessitate my de-
voting substantially all my time to
my profession. My political aoc-
tivities must be largely ocurtailed.
My arrangements, however, will
justify my proceeding through to

McCombs wrote President

the end of the convention at Bt.”

Louls.

“In view of the party precedent
that the nominee for the Predi-
dency is requested to indicate hils
preference for the chairmanship of
the national committes, and In
view of the unity of sentiment for
your renomination, I am writing
you at the earliest moment to let
you know that I could not, under
any circumstances, assume the
leadership of the coming Demp-
cratic campaign. I am happy Ia
the thought, however, that there
are hosts of able and true men who

after the convention shall
have been held in June; I know that
you would not have reached such a
decision had not your new business
obligations made it unavoidable. I
do not feel at liberty therefore, to
urge you to make the sacrifice that

*“You have made many and great
sacrifices already for the party, and
I know that I am speaking the sen-
timent of all loyal Democrats when
1 express the very deep appracia-
tion I have felt of the great services
you have ungrudgingly rendered.

“I am sure that the greatest re-
grets will be felt at your retirement,
and that a host of friends will join
me in the hope that your new busi-
ness connections will bring you con-
tinued abundant success.

“With best wishes,

“Sincerely yours,
“WOODROW WILSON.”

EDITOR'S NOTE—After the in-

auguration of President Wison and

to New York, to the practire of law
with his partner, Frederick R,
Ryan, at No. 61 Broadway. But hav-
ing “waded through fire,” overtax-

Chapel of St. Peter and 8t. Edward
within the shadow of Buckingham
Palace, by the Rev. Father Bernard
Vaughn, the subscribing witnesses
being the American Ambassador to

BERNARD SHAW GIVES VIEWS

P
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DEMPSEY-CARPENTIER PICTURES

Noted English Man of
- Letters Amazed by
Fight Films

: By BERNARD SHAW,
; ONDON, Bept. 10.—I have just
fight for the heavyweight
championship of the world in Lon-
don in the "movies.”

with ordinary sob stuff,

And first, I must warn thoss who
have seen Monsieur Carpentier only
at New Jersey or in this film that
they have no idea of what he is
like and what he can do when he
is at the top of his form and master
of the situation.

s8¢
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might have, but did not, put Demp-
sey to sleep in the third round; for
he still had a knockout blow in him,
and Dempeey, like Beckett, could
not stop it or dodge it.

Commissioner,
office within the gitt of the Gover-
nor, but Mr. McCombs declined, say-
ing that he could not afford to aban-

a delegate to the Constitutional Con-
vention of 1916. His only other
political activities were as chair-
man of the Democratic National
Committee.

seen the Carpentier-Dempsey

|

tators would have been left without
any notion of what Carpentier's style
is at its best. d
TRIBUTE TO DEMPSEY.

On the other hand, the film does
Dempsey the justice that the print-
reporis of the fight (at least those
I have seen) denled him. The
belief that he is a mere ruffian who
is so tough that he will take every

£

He fights with an intense serious-
ness and a will to victory not less
formidable than the same qualitics

had been too busy beating to eriti- -

knockout punch is not as decisive

though the coup de grace, which
came presently, jolted him out of all
power to co-ordinate his movements,
he was quite conscious, and made a
desperate struggle, half raising him-
self and turning over with all his
limbe reaching wildly to get a pur-
chase somewhere before the fatal-
ten was called.

Beckett had ne such nightmare
when he was knocked out by Cer-
pentier; he did not hear the count,
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favorite mark.
PITIES POOR REFEREE.

It ia de rigeur, when you- have
led off, or countered a lead-off, to
crouch, clinch and being pounding
your man on the atlas process, or

banging him over the kidneys, try-
ing meanwhile to hold his arms
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ately followed uptaeh-im
crouched and clinched. In ten seo-
he had lost the fight.
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WIFE DIVORCED
IN JAPAN BY
3 LINE LETTER

divorced, as I do not agree with her
and henceforth she is free to marry
any person.

IWASE TOMOSABURO.
Still more plain is the reason an-
nexed to the following:

Certificate of Diverce,
 § .m announce that the
woman called O-Yone ia divorced ac-
cording to my own convenience, and
she is free to marry any person.

+ KAMEKICHI.

Even when the husband was a
“scallywag,” and admitted it, the
procedure still followed the same
lofty masculine line, as witness a
certificates In which the husband
pleads guilty in the document in
which he effects the divorce:

Certificate of Divorce.
Because of the inexcusable mis-
behavior that I committed recently
to the great annoyance of our rela-
tives, I hereby announce that you
are divorced, and I shall raise no

RULES ARE ANCIENT.

These rules, it should
date from the old days—that is, be-
fore 1893—but, with the great ma-
jority of Japanese, divorce still re-
mains very much a matter of the
husband’s sovereign will and pleas-

tion, after the ceremony, there are
still a large number of marriages
whigh can be ended by a “‘three-
line letter.”

Do not imagine, howsver, that the
Japanese wife Is a downtrodden
creature. Social traditions have
limited the sphere within which she
may exercise her activities but she
still lives a happy and useful life,
and one sees far fewer
unhappy womanhood in the cities
Japan than in the east ends of
West.
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Two Were Worthy -of
Socialist Declares

them, If it jarred the funny-bone
which Dempsey must have in his

_swunmm-.muml

him the fight.

He did land a veritable thunder-
bolt in the third round. I cannot
say, as Carpentier has pdid, that Y
saw Dempeey’'s knees give, nor, as
Corbett has said, that I saw his eyes
roll up; but I saw enough of its ef-
fect to know that Dempsey had &
plece of luck like that of the bats
man who skies & ball into the hands
of midon, and sees it slip through
his fingers. But instead of disabling
Dempsey it appears that it disabled

moment's rest. 0~ il
Carpentier avoided all his leads by
slipping him; but Dempsey always
knew where to find him and follow
him up; and though, as he came on,
Carpentier, with an unquenchable
fighting spirit, would dash at him
and let him have both fists in his
face, he never hesitated nor hurried

press critics of pugilism to appreci-
ate his skill, his generalship and his
resolution in carrying out his own
methods.

I feel sure that he must have re-
ceived in the days before the fight
enough bad advice to secure his de-
feat ten times over. I am equally
sure from what I saw on the screen
that he went his own way to the
end. There was something in
way he picked up Carpentier
moment the count was finished
made one feel that he had
known his victory almost as
tainly as the cinema spectators fore-
know it now. His face before the
fight begins is well worth studying.
An@l yet the odds were against
him. If he ever meets a boxer of
Carpentier's powers who will stick
to the English classical school of
boxing, and refuse to “mix it” in
the American manner, he may be
hard put to it to keep his cham-
pionship.

Meanwhile, the verdict of British
boxing on Carpentier
“Serves him right . for
in America as the
instead of sticking to the classical
method of European
which he is the superistive expon-
ent!"”

WOMEN NOW ATTEND,

For my part it ‘would grea
vive my interest in boxing
order ‘seconds out of the 4
were to include the referes, angl it
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& gentleman, not to mention a lady.
Ladies are becoming as common &t
glove fights and the films thereof Ae
at polo matches,

At the cinema several Iadies saw




